Male Circumcision E-Consultation week 1 Questions

1. Please introduce yourself to the group: Name, location, what you do and any other thing that you render relevant.

Am Raphael Mlozoa, a journalist working with a Christian owned radio station in Malawi. 

2. a. What do you understand by Male Circumcision (MC) for HIV prevention? 

After going through what other countries have done so far on MC and HIV/AIDS personally I support the thing, although our government is still consulting if MC can be added on the list of things regarded as effective tools to prevent HIV. But looking on the degree of understanding to a lot of people I smell danger in the near future if this thing is not well handled because some people has already started saying if you go through this process you are 100 percent protected to HIV and you can enjoy unprotected sex.

b. What do young people in your community think about it?

Mainly to all those who subscribe to this [MC], is because of culture and religious influence and it’s normal to them to do this and usually they go for MC while with parental decision. Only a small number of them go on their will after understanding the concept.

     3.a. Is MC acceptable in your community? 

MC is acceptable and many clinics offer the service to those who are willing but the only set back is that government doesn’t recognize it as a prevention measure.

b. What are the advantages to build on while rolling out MC in your community? 

Since some communities and religious groups are 100 percent supporting this preventive measure, hope they can be used to be examples or role models of the concept.

c. What are the possible Barriers?

Since the concept is yet to receive its blessings from government who is still consulting some stakeholders like, religious readers, chiefs, policy makers and some NGO’s still it is a challenging issue to tell. Also other cultures and religious groups fell this is a Muslim thing so going for it its like subscribing to their values.

